
Algeria, young at heart.
EI03, A17

Tinhinane AIT HAMOUDA



Al Djazair, Dzayer, Algérie at a glance
● Capital: Algiers
● Area: 2,381,741 km2

● Official languages: Arabic, 
Berber (Tamazight)

● Other languages: French
● Population: 40,400,000 (2016) 
● Currency: Algerian Dinar (DZD)
● Government: Unitary state 

governed by a president 
alongside with a prime minister.



Algerianity is a mix of different cultures

➔ Berber civilisation (Numedia Kingdom)
➔ North African Islamic civilisations (Muwahidin, Zianids)
➔ Othoman occupation (The regency of Algiers)
➔ French colonisation 

Algerian Identity



Communication: Read between the lines!
➔ Nonverbal communication is important, you need to understand what the other thinks or 

feels like without direct (verbal) communication.
➔ A disagreement is (generally) taken personally and might hurt your relationship.  
➔ The productivity and the well-being of people around you depends on your 

relationships.  
Meaning, if you build a good relationship with your co-workers, their productivity would increase. 

Keep in mind this popular algerian saying: “I didn’t say a word, that doesn’t mean you can do 
whatever you want”. 



The Algerian culture is family oriented 
Building a family

Getting married and having 
children are important 
milestones in most of 
Algerian’s lives. 

Society may judge your 
success/failure upon your 
ability to build a family. 

A top priority 

Some societies may 
prioritize their own built 
network upon their family 
when they reach adult-life.

Algerians, no matter their 
age, always prioritize their 
family upon other 
relationships.

Parents

Algerians have to and owe 
a lot of respect to their 
parents. 

It is not acceptable from the 
society viewpoint to send 
your parents, when they get 
old, to a retirement home. It 
is perceived as a selfish act 
to do so. 



What I don’t like about my culture?
“Fake patriotism”

Patriotism changed from a 
deep and real national 
pride during the Algerian 
revolution to a “fake 
patriotism” that only arises 
during football games.

Macho society

The Algerian constitution 
guarantees equal rights for 
men and women*. But, the 
society is deeply macho, 
and both women and men 
are prisoners of this system. 

Private life

People may ask and give 
their opinion even when not 
asked to about somebody’s 
else private life. 



What I like about my culture?
Mediterranean Nonchalance 

As any other mediterraneans, 
Algerians may seem to others 
as nonchalant and carefree. 

A lot of proverbs reflect this 
behaviour; “let me leave today 
and kill me tomorrow”, “Every 
delay will serve your good”.

Humour (Tmess’khir)

“Gussra”, one word for 
conversation and joking!  

Humour in Algeria is mainly 
about self-deprecation and 
black-humour. Another 
common practice, called 
“smir”, is to make fun of 
your friends/family in front 
of strangers.

Group-oriented

The algerian society 
prioritizes the wellbeing of 
the group over the 
individual.

Consequently, foreigners 
may find Algerians very 
kind and generous.  



Helpful tips
● “So...how come you don’t cover your head? Are you allowed to wear the same 

outfit in your country?”

There is no Islamic police in Algeria, which means, women can choose or not to wear Hidjab.  

● If your host insists on paying for you, don’t say no, it’s rude.
● Don’t be suspicious of people friendliness, it’s genuine.
● “So, Algeria is in Africa? How come you’re not black?”

Algeria is a large country, people in the north are usually white/brown, and the ones in the south are 
black.

● Don’t call an Algerian an Arab; call him Algerian.
The Algerian identity is complex and wide, and many refuse to be referred to as Arabs.



Questions ? 


